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Good morning Mr. Chairman, and members of the Committee. My name is David Martosko. I am
Director of Research at the Center for Consumer Freedom, a nonprofit organization based in
Washington, DC. The Center does not solicit and has never accepted government funding.

Thank you for holding this hearing today. The threat from domestic terrorism motivated by
environmental and animal-rights ideologies is well documented, unambiguous, and growing.

The ALF and ELF don’t really exist in the way we think of advocacy groups or even underground
criminal movements like the Symbionese Liberation Army or the Weather Underground. ALF and
ELF are labels of convenience, applied to crimes after the fact by individuals or small groups in
order to draw public attention to their actions.

Those who engage in “direct action” crimes, such as starting fires, detonating bombs, threatening
lives, and stalking innocent people, receive demonstrable cooperation and assistance—both
rhetorical and financial—from an above-ground support system. Today I’d like to walk you
through some of our findings in this regard.

A good place to start is No Compromise, a self-described “militant, direct action magazine” for
ALF supporters. In 1999, No Compromise published a list of its benefactors, which included
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA), the Fund for Animals, In Defense of
Animals, and the New Jersey Animal Rights Alliance—all groups with 501(c)(3) federal tax
exemptions. The list also included PETA’s president and two other PETA officers, and an activist
now on the staff of the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS). [1]

HSUS, PETA, and PETA’s quasi-medical affiliate, the Physicians Committee for Responsible
Medicine (PCRM), are troubling examples of animal-rights charities which have connections to
their movement’s militant underbelly. In some cases, the line between the direct-action
underground and more “mainstream” protest groups is quite blurry.
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Miyun Park, the same HSUS employee named in 1999 as a No Compromise benefactor, is the
subject of at least six federal wiretap warrants in connection with an upcoming federal Animal
Enterprise Terrorism trial. [2] These warrants also cover ALF apologist (and UTEP professor)
Steven Best, PETA grantee (and terror defendant) Joshua Harper, and PETA employee Joe Haptas.

HSUS has funded the operation of an Internet server called “Waste.org” while it was the source of
ALF-related “communiqués” issued after the commission of crimes. [3][4] This server also hosted
No Compromise magazine’s e-mail account.

The case of Daniel Andreas San Diego is a chilling story of animal-rights terrorism, involving 10-
pound shrapnel bombs detonated in 2003 at two California biomedical research companies, built
with the same ingredients used in the 1995 Oklahoma City blast site. [5] One of these bombs was
accompanied by a “secondary” device, timed to detonate after first-responders (e.g., paramedics,
firefighters, and police) arrived on the scene.

Mr. San Diego is a fugitive on the FBI’s “Most Wanted” list. An FBI evidence recovery log from
the search of his automobile describes a check written to him by Ariana M. Huemer—who was
then an employee of the Humane Society of the United States (HSUS). It remains to be seen why
an HSUS staffer was passing money to an alleged bomber. [6]

John Paul “J.P.” Goodwin represents another disturbing tie between HSUS and the violent animal-
rights underground. In 1997, when Goodwin was the national director of the Coalition To Abolish
the Fur Trade, he wrote in No Compromise that he and his group “support these [ALF] actions
100%. We will never, ever, ever work with anyone who helps the FBI stop the ALF ... this is one
of the best things to happen in a long time.” [7] In March 1997, following the $1 million ALF
arson of a fur farmers’ feed co-op in Utah, Goodwin told reporters: “We’re ecstatic.” [8]

In 2000, HSUS sent Goodwin as its emissary on a tour of Chinese fur farms. By 2001 he was an
HSUS employee, and remains on the animal-rights group’s full-time staff.

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals has even clearer connections with the ALF and ELF.
During the 1990s PETA made grants and loans totaling $70,990 in support of the legal defense of
Rodney Coronado, a self-described Animal Liberation Front member who was later convicted of
an ALF arson at Michigan State University. [9]

PETA president Ingrid Newkirk was herself implicated in this arson by U.S. Attorney Michael
Dettmer, who wrote that Newkirk arranged “days before the MSU arson occurred” for Coronado
to send her materials stolen from the targeted laboratory, along with a videotape of the fire being
set. [10]
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In February 2003, Mr. Coronado (since released from prison) appeared at American University in
Washington, DC as part of the National Conference on Organized Resistance. During his speech,
he demonstrated before an audience of over 100 college-age activists how to build a crude
incendiary device using household materials, for a cost of “about two dollars.” [11] 

Later that year, appearing on ABC’s 20/20, PETA president Ingrid Newkirk was shown this
videotape. After viewing it, she referred to Coronado as “a fine young man and a schoolteacher.”

Publicly, PETA has consistently claimed to have no information about the identity of any Animal
Liberation Front criminals. Yet on at least two separate occasions, PETA published interviews
with self-described ALF members in its own newsletter. [12] Early in its history, this newsletter
included a full-page advertisement promoting the ALF as a “rescue” organization. [13]

Also in this newsletter, PETA advertised Ingrid Newkirk’s first book, Free The Animals!, as “an
intimate look at the ALF,” and wrote that Newkirk “speaks for the Animal Liberation Front.” [14]

In 2001 PETA campaign director Bruce Friedrich told an animal-rights convention audience that
“blowing stuff up and smashing windows [is] a great way to bring about animal liberation …
Hallelujah to the people who are willing to do it.” [15]

PETA has employed and continues to pay regular stipends to an activist named Gary Yourofsky,
who was convicted by a Canadian court of a farm burglary for which a claim of responsibility was
issued in the name of the ALF. Mr. Yourofsky told a reporter in 2002 that he would
“unequivocally support” the death of medical researchers in ALF-related arson fires. [16]

PETA hired Yourofsky after he gave this interview. [17] The group acknowledges having
employed him to speak to children in middle-school and high-school classrooms, and continues to
pay him as an independent contractor.

That same year PETA wrote a $1,500 check payable to the North American Earth Liberation Front
[18], a donation which PETA spokespersons have publicly attempted to justify with multiple and
contradictory explanations. [19]

Regardless of which explanation (if any) is accurate, any organization funding a bona fide FBI-
designated terrorist group should not be permitted to claim that it is not, in fact, funding terrorism.
That logic would never pass muster if the terrorist group in question were Al Qaeda or the Ku
Klux Klan.



David Martosko PAGE 4 May 18, 2005

PETA has made a $5,000 cash grant to Joshua Harper, an activist presently awaiting trial in New
Jersey on federal Animal Enterprise Terrorism charges. [20] An FBI evidence recovery log from
the search of his residence describes a razor-blade booby-trapped envelope, [21] similar to those
used in a string of attacks claimed by an ALF-like group calling itself “The Justice Department”
[22]. Harper has reported that he is working on a video documentary, called “Speaking With
Fire,” which will encourage and defend animal-rights-related arson.

PETA also gave $2,000 to David Wilson, an activist who served as an official ALF
“spokesperson” during the 1990s. [23] In a 1999 interview with Mother Jones magazine, Wilson
explained the the ALF-ELF nexus : “We started with animal rights, but we’ve expanded to
wildlife actions like the one in Vail. We’re the ones bridging the environmental gap.” [24]

The criminal record of accused ELF arsonist Tre Arrow, presently attempting to fight extradition
from Canada [25], began with an arrest in 1998 during a PETA protest near Cincinnati. [26]

The current crop of ALF spokespersons, who now call themselves “press officers,” [27] includes a
New Jersey activist named Angi Metler, who was once described in PETA News as a “PETA
spokesperson.” [28]

Another self-appointed ALF “press officer” is Dr. Jerry Vlasak. In 2003, while acting as a
spokesperson for the PETA-affiliated Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine [29],
Vlasak openly endorsed the murder of doctors who use animals in their medical research. “For 5
lives, 10 lives, 15 human lives,” he told an animal-rights convention, “we could save a million, 2
million, 10 million non-human lives.” When an audience member objected, comparing his
strategy to that of violent criminals who bomb abortion clinics, Vlasak responded: “Absolutely. I
think they had a great strategy going.” [30]

In 2001 the Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine engaged in a letter-writing campaign
with the president of another terrorist threat group called SHAC (Stop Huntingdon Animal
Cruelty). The letters were designed to threaten and intimidate companies targeted by SHAC for
their business dealings with a biomedical research firm that uses animal-testing models. [31] In
addition to both veiled and overt threats of death and bodily harm, SHAC’s tactics have included
car bombings, identity theft, physical assault, and interstate stalking. [32]

SHAC’s current U.S. president is Pamelyn Ferdin, who is married to Dr. Jerry Vlasak. [33] Ferdin
also carries a Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine business card. [34]

Also on the current roster of ALF spokespersons is Dr. Steven Best, who chairs the Philosophy
department at the University of Texas El Paso (UTEP). Like Vlasak, whose statements in support
of violent terrorism carry weight primarily because of his medical license, Dr. Best’s academic
position affords him a position of regrettable influence within the animal rights movement. [35]
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He proclaims in one 2003 essay first published on his UTEP web page: “I support the Animal
Liberation Front (ALF). I support property destruction … violence is defensible in certain cases ...
The ALF ought to be respected and appreciated for the brave soldiers they are.” 

In 2004 when Dr. Best praised the ALF during an interview aired on the Showtime cable network,
he spoke in the first person: “We are breaking down doors, breaking into buildings, rescuing
animals, and smashing property ... These tactics are legitimate, they’re necessary, they’re
powerful, they’re effective.” [36]

Best chose his words similarly at the “Animal Rights 2003” national conference, while insisting
upon the futility of promoting animal welfare among farmers and laboratory scientists. “Rather
than arguing with them,” he said, “we just shut them down the best we can. We cannot win the
war of liberation through education and legislative tactics alone. More direct, militant, and
confrontational tactics often are needed.”

Mr. Chairman, I urge this Committee to fully investigate the connections between individuals who
commit crimes in the name of the ALF, ELF, or similar phantom groups, and the above-ground
individuals and organizations that give them aid and comfort. I would also urge members of this
Committee to prevail upon their colleagues to re-examine the tax-exempt status of groups that
have helped to fund—directly or indirectly—these domestic terrorists.

Thank you again for holding this important hearing.
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(1) Published list of financial supporters of No Compromise magazine, dating from 1999.
http://web.archive.org/web/19990501135838/http://www.enviroweb.org/nocompromise/about.html
accessed on May 13, 2005.

(2) “Listing of Affidavits and Applications” covering wiretap and e-mail tap-and-trace warrants
issued pursuant to the federal animal-enterprise terrorism investigation of Stop Huntingdon
Animal Cruelty USA [USA v. SHAC USA et al, U.S. District Court for the District of New
Jersey # 04-cr-00373 MLC].

(3) Pages from “Form 990” filed with the IRS by the Humane Society of the United States
(HSUS) for the tax years 1998 and 1999, showing disbursements to “Waste.” Waste.org still
acknowledges HSUS as a current financial benefactor (last checked on May 13, 2005).

(4) Animal Liberation Front “communiqué” claiming responsibility for arson attacks on meat
delivery trucks in New York. It was distributed in 2001 by the “ALF Frontline” e-mail listserv,
hosted by waste.org.

(5) E-mail, attributed by FBI investigators to Daniel Andreas San Diego, describing the use of an
improvised explosive device to attack a company targeted by animal-rights militants. It was
distributed by a No Compromise magazine staffer to a listserv operated by Earth First!.

(6) Page from an FBI Evidence Recovery Log related to the search of bombing suspect Daniel
Andreas San Diego’s automobile.

(7) “Fur Wars Heat Up: A.L.F. is on the Warpath!” by J.P. Goodwin (No Compromise) Issue 4,
Fall 1996.

(8) “Activists take credit for Sandy fur fire” (The Deseret News), March 11, 1997.

(9) Pages from “Form 990” filed with the IRS by People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals for
the tax year 1994, showing disbursements to the “Rodney Coronado Support Committee” and
a loan to Mr. Coronado’s father.

(10) Excerpt (pp. 8-10) from Government Sentencing Memorandum of U.S. Attorney Michael
Dettmer, in the case of USA v. Rodney Coronado (signed Michael H. Dettmer, U.S. Attorney,
July 31, 1995).

(11) Photograph and partial transcript of remarks by Rodney Coronado at American University
(Washington, DC) on January 26, 2003.

(12) “ALF Talks” (PETA News), November/December 1989; and “PETA Talks with the Animal
Liberation Front” (PETA News, no.4), undated, circa 1986.

(13) Full-page advertisement (PETA News), March/April 1990.

(14) Book-promotion advertisement (PETA News), Spring 1993.

(15) Partial transcript of remarks by Bruce Friedrich at the “Animal Rights 2001” national
conference on July 2, 2001.

(16) “Activist Devotes Life to Animal Rights” (The Toledo Blade), June 24, 2001.

Inventory of Exhibits
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(17) “Open Letter from Gary Yourofsky” dated May 28, 2002 and distributed to animal-rights-
oriented electronic mailing lists.

(18) Page from “Form 990” filed with the IRS by People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals for
the tax year 2000, showing a disbursement to the “North American Earth Liberation Front.”

(19) Explanations given for PETA’s donation to the ELF by PETA spokespersons.

(20) Page from “Form 990” filed with the IRS by People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals for
the tax year 2000, showing a disbursement to the “Josh Harper Support Fund.”

(21) Page from an FBI Evidence Recovery Log related to the search of animal-enterprise-terrorism
defendant Josh Harper’s residence.

(22) “Scientists Get Letters Rigged With Razors” (The Oregonian), October 27, 1999.

(23) Page from “Form 990” filed with the IRS by People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals for
the tax year 1999, showing a disbursement to David Wilson.

(24) “Alleged eco-terrorist Tre Arrow denied bail while awaiting extradition hearing” (Associated
Press), December 3, 2004.

(25) “Animal rights group steps up protest of Procter & Gamble” (Associated Press), August 6,
1998.

(26) “Backfire” (The Mother Jones), March/April 1999.

(27) Current home page for the “North American Animal Liberation Press Office” (accessed on
May 13, 2005).

(28) “PETA-New Jersey Rescues Lambs” (PETA News, vol.1 no.8), undated, circa 1986.

(29) Official program from the “Animal Rights 2003” national conference in Los Angeles,
California.

(30) Partial transcript of remarks by Dr. Jerry Vlasak at the “Animal Rights 2003” national
conference on August 3, 2003.

(31) Letter on Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine letterhead, co-signed by PCRM
president Neal Barnard and then-president of SHAC USA Kevin Kjonaas.

(32) Excerpts from “Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty: A Resource Guide” (U.S. Dept. of Justice),
August 2003.

(33) Affidavit of Pamelyn Ferdin in the case of USA v. SHAC USA et al.

(34) Business card obtained in 2004 from Pamelyn Ferdin.

(35) Photo gallery of Dr. Steven Best, demonstrating his sphere of influence.

(36) Partial transcript of remarks by Dr. Steven Best, broadcast on the television program 
Penn & Teller: Bullshit (Showtime Network), April 1, 2004.

Inventory of Exhibits (continued)



David Martosko EXHIBIT 1 (p.1) May 18, 2005



David Martosko EXHIBIT 1 (p.2) May 18, 2005



David Martosko EXHIBIT 2 (p.1) May 18, 2005



David Martosko EXHIBIT 2 (p.2) May 18, 2005



David Martosko EXHIBIT 3 (p.1) May 18, 2005



David Martosko EXHIBIT 3 (p.2) May 18, 2005



David Martosko EXHIBIT 4 (p.1) May 18, 2005

Frontline Information Service - News 3/04/01 

A.L.F. CLAIM FIRE ATTACK ON MEAT TRUCKS 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NORTH AMERICAN ANIMAL LIBERATION FRONT PRESS OFFICE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
March 05, 2001 

Long Island City, NY - The underground Animal Liberation Front has claimed responsibility for an attack on
several trucks belonging to an Astoria, Queens meat packing company. In an anonymous Communique sent
to the ALF Press Office, the activists state that in the early morning hours of March 02 they planted
incendiary devices under two trucks belonging to Schaller and Weber Meat Packing Plant, 2235 46th St.,
Long Island City (718-721-5480). 

The Communique released by the ALF activists claim that the incendiary devices did ignite and caused an
unknown amount of damage to both trucks. 

“The ALF activists have taken this action against the meat industry to continue their campaign of economic
sabotage against all companies who profit from the misery, torture and death inflicted upon animals in the
name of profit,” states David Barbarash, ALF spokesperson. 

According to the Communique, the action against Schaller and Weber was done in support of two animal
and environmental activists: Long Island’s Andy Stepanian and Bloomington, Ind. activist Frank Ambrose.
Andy Stepanian was convicted of an ALF action against a fur store where a window was smashed. He was
released from jail on March 03. Frank Ambrose is facing charges relating to a tree spiking action claimed by
the Earth Liberation Front. Both activists have maintained their innocence. 

The Animal Liberation Front is an international underground movement of people who choose to take non-
violent direct action against animal abuse industries. These actions include liberating animals and property
destruction. The ALF adhere to a strict code of non-violence which states that no injury or death must come
to any animal or human in the course of the action. In the twenty years of ALF activity in North America this
guideline has never been breached. 

“Meat companies and packing plants are frequent targets of animal liberation activists because of the
inherent cruelty of raising an animal for slaughter,” comments David Barbarash. “From the rearing of cows,
pigs and chickens, to their confinement, to their ultimate slaughter all involve cruelty, pain, suffering and
ultimately, death.” 

Schaller and Weber trucks were damaged as part of a continued campaign of economic sabotage. The ALF
have been active in North America since the late 1980’s and throughout the 1990’s, targeting mainly meat
and fur businesses. 

In recent months several direct actions have taken place against animal abuse industries in the New York
area: 

On Dec. 29, 2000 the ALF smashed out all the windows of Hewlett furrier Tres Chic Furs, spray painted anti-
fur slogans and destroyed ten coats wed red paint. The following day, Dec. 30, the ALF monkey wrenched
ten trucks belonging to a Rockville Center dairy operation, slashing 32 tires, most of the vehicles’ windows,
cutting coolant and electrical cables, as well as other damage. Twelve storefront windows were also
smashed. 

On Feb. 05 unidentified activists smashed four large display windows and the glass door of Burger King on
the University of Buffalo campus, and the following day, Feb. 06, the Animal Liberation Front claimed
responsibility for smashing the front windows of Corlina Furs in New York City. 
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Communiques claiming responsibility for all of the above-mentioned actions are available from the ALF
Press Office. 

The North American ALF Press Office is run independently and separately from the ALF, and is not a
participant in illegal activities. The Press Office receives and forwards information from the underground
activists. Further information and interviews are available at 250-703-6312. 

Local contact: Long Island Animal Defense League, 631-340-4708. 

The full text of the ALF Communique is as follows: 

“In the early morning hours of March 2nd, we planted two incendiary devices underneath two trucks
belonging to The Schaller and Weber Meat Packing Plant in Astoria, Queens. The incendiary devices did an
unknown amount of damage to the trucks, although it was evident that the trucks caught fire. 

Until the institutional abuse of animals is put to an end we will continue to destroy the property used to
exploit innocent life. 

This action was carried out in support of Andrew Stepanian, and Frank Ambrose, both dedicated members
of our strong above-ground support groups. The unjust treatment of these activists will never intimidate us
into stopping our activities. 

We will not stop until they do, 

-- The Animal Liberation Front” 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

North American Animal Liberation Front Press Office 

* * * * * The Voice of the A.L.F. * * * * * 

Spokesperson: David Barbarash 
Email: naalfpo@tao.ca 
Phone: 250-703-6312 
Fax: 419-858-9065 
Mailing Address: P.O.Box 3673, Courtenay, B.C., V9N 7P1 Canada 
URL and PGP key: http://www.animalliberation.net/media/naalfpo.html 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
F R O N T L I N E - N E W S Now With 3300+ Subscribers! 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Brought to you by http://www.animalliberation.net 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Questions? Please read our FAQ before e-mailing us. http://www.animalliberation.net/about/faq.html 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Would you like to Unsubscribe or Subscribe to the Frontline-News mailing list? 
http://www.waste.org/mail/?list=frontline-news 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
- For general questions, feedback and requests: infosite-mail@usa.net 
- For problems with Frontline-News Mailing List: owner-frontline-news@waste.org 
- Frontline Information Service/animal-liberation.net administrator: frontline@rocketmail.com 

PGP keys available at: http://www.animalliberation.net/about/pgpkey.asc 

Animal Liberation Frontline Information Service bringing you uncensored news from around the world since
1994 
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X-Sender: kim@nocompromise.org
X-Apparently-To: earthfirstalert@yahoogroups.com
To: “‘Earth First! alert’” <earthfirstalert@yahoogroups.com>
X-Mailer: Microsoft Outlook, Build 11.0.4920
Thread-Index: AcOG/JI/LOOyKE0SR0m87s2R3dSRsQADlNlA
From: “kim berardi.” <kim@nocompromise.org>
X-Yahoo-Profile: keesoonkim
Mailing-List: list earthfirstalert@yahoogroups.com; contact earthfirstalert-owner@yahoogroups.com
Delivered-To: mailing list earthfirstalert@yahoogroups.com
List-Unsubscribe: <mailto:earthfirstalert-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com>
Date: Mon, 29 Sep 2003 21:27:16 -0700
Subject: [EF!] For Earth, Animal and Humyn Liberation
Reply-To: earthfirstalert@yahoogroups.com

The following communique was received anonymously by No Compromise.

=====

On the night of September 25th volunteers from the Revolutionary Cells attacked a subsidiary of a notorious HLS
client, Yamanouchi. We left an approximately 10lb ammonium nitrate bomb strapped with nails outside of Shaklee Inc,
whose CEO is both the CEO for Shaklee and Yamanouchi Consumer Inc.  We gave all of the customers the chance, the
choice, to withdraw their business from HLS.  Now you all will have to reap what you have sown.  All customers and
their families are considered legitimate targets.

Hey Sean Lance, and the rest of the Chiron team, how are you sleeping?  You never know when your house, your car
even, might go boom.  Who knows, that new car in the parking lot may be packed with explosives.  Or maybe it will
be a shot in the dark.

We have given all of the collaborators a chance to withdraw from their relations from HLS.  We will now be doubling
the size of every device we make.  Today it is 10lbs, tomorrow 20....until your buildings are nothing more than rubble.
It is time for this war to truely have two sides.  No more will all of the killing be done by the oppressors, now the
oppressed will strike back.  We will be non-violent when the these people are non-violent to the animal nations.

In memory of all of those fallen before us in the war for liberation: Jill Phipps (animal activist), Barry Horne (ALF),
Olaia Kastresana (ETA), Arkaitz Otazua (ETA), Angayarkanni (LTTE), Babu (LTTE), Bobby Sands (IRA), Patsy
O’Hara (INLA), Carlos Guiliani (anti-globilization martyr), Lee Kyung-hae (farmer and anti-globablization victim),
and many more on numerous other fronts.  We won’t forget you, we won’t let your deaths be in vain.

Gora Euskadi Ta Askatasuna!
Up the Real IRA!
Long live the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine! 
Viva La Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia!
Long live the Frontu Di Liberazione Naziunalista Corsu!
For the creation of Revolutionary Cells!
For Humyn, Earth & Animal Liberation!

Bringing the bomb and the bullet back into amerikan politics, Revolutionary Cells 

--animal liberation brigade
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HSUS staffer (since 2001) 
John Paul “J.P.” Goodwin
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The Deseret News (Salt Lake City)
March 11, 1997
Activists take credit for Sandy fur fire
By Cala Byram

SANDY -- Animal rights activists claim they used bombs
and set fire to a fur business that sustained $1 million in
damage Tuesday.

If the claim is substantiated, the fire that destroyed the
main office and four trucks of the Utah Fur Breeders
Agricultural Cooperative could be the state’s largest
animal-rights attack.

The three-alarm blaze brought fire-fighters from Salt
Lake County, four nearby cities and bomb-sniffing dogs
to the scene about 2 a.m.

None of the 800 mink at the cooperative, which serves
mink farmers in Utah and southern Idaho, was harmed.

A caller disguising his voice through computer generation
called the Dallas founder of the Coalition to Abolish the
Fur Trade at 3 a.m. Tuesday, saying the action was on
behalf of two jailed activists in New York. 

The caller said bombs had been placed in four trucks and
the building and a fire had been started at the fur
cooperative in Sandy, coalition founder J.P. Goodwin
said.

Goodwin knew exactly what facility it was. The
cooperative is one of the largest in the nation.

Fire officials have not confirmed whether explosives were
actually involved in the fire. However, bomb-sniffing
dogs from the Salt Lake International Airport were going
over the area Tuesday morning, said Salt Lake County
Fire Capt. Frank Dalton.

For safety, authorities also moved the police perimeter
farther from the building at 8720 S. 700 West about 7
a.m. to keep people away.

Arson investigators were on the scene Tuesday morning
trying to determine what started the fire in the
cooperative’s main building. It took 60 firefighters from
SaltLake County, West Jordan, Murray, Midvale and
Sandy about an hour to battle the blaze, Dalton said.

Utah Fur Breeders Agricultural Cooperative spokesman
Ryan Holt said the damage to the four trucks looked to be
the work of pipe bombs. The blast blew shrapnel through
a steel door.

The extent of the alleged attack surprised Holt, even
though vandalism has plagued the state’s mink-growing
industry for years.

“There’s been vandalism. But we haven’t had any this
drastic,” Holt said. Goodwin said the caller did not
indicate what kind of bombs were used or how many
people were involved. There was also no claim to an
affiliation with any group. The Coalition to Abolish the
Fur Trade is not tied to the activity or others like it, but
serves as a liaison of sorts for people who don’t want to
be identified.

“We’re ecstatic,” said Goodwin, who believes all living
things are equal. “We have no problem with inanimate
objects being destroyed so animate objects can survive.
We believe life is more valuable than property.”

A local animal rights group promptly condemned
Tuesday’s alleged terrorism.

‘This type of action detracts from anything positive that
could be accomplished on behalf of animals,’ said Anne
Davis, executive director of Utah Animal Rights Alliance.

Davis fears a ‘radical’ stigma haunts anyone involved in
animal rights because of violent, well-publicized acts
committed by the movement’s fringe members.

Those claiming responsibility told Goodwin there could
be more attacks forthcoming if the demands of two
Syracuse, N.Y., inmates are not met. The inmates, Jeff
Watkins and Nicole Rogers, are on their 12th day of a
hunger strike demanding changes in the way animals are
trapped and treated.

The Beehive State produced 600,000 pelts in 1994, about
20 percent of America’s minks.

Animal rights activists have been vocal about what they
perceive to be the mistreatment of animals in the state’s
mink farms. The cooperative was hit in June 1995.

“ALF,” which stands for the Animal Liberation Front,
was sprayed on a door and animals were let out of their
cages. Mink farmers throughout the state have tightened
security near their operations.
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Transcript excerpts

Speaker: Rodney Coronado 
Event: National Conference on Organized Resistance 
Location: American University (Washington, DC)
Date: January 26, 2003

“So along those same lines, as a direct-action warrior, it made a lot of sense to me to attack
institutions in the fur trade, and the animal abuse industry, and the timber industry, with fire,
because those -- as I said before, those buildings were built for no other purpose than to destroy
life. And so there is no purpose for them in today’s world. We need to destroy them by any
means necessary.” [applause]

[ ... ]

“Whenever any police agency or government or corporation ... every time that they violate our
civil or human rights, we should target their property. Every time a police agency pepper-sprays
or uses pain-compliance holds against our people, their cars should burn.”

[ ... ]

“You know, those people - I think they should appreciate that we’re only targeting their
property. Because frankly I think it’s time to start targeting them.” [applause]

[ ... ]

“We need to fight globalization in our own
homes. We need to recognize that the money that
it costs for us to travel across the country doing
actions can be well, much, well spent doing
direct actions. Here’s a little model I’m going to
show you here. I didn’t have any incense, but --
this is a crude incendiary device. It is a simple
plastic jug, which you fill with gasoline and oil.
You put in a sponge, which is soaked also in
flammable liquid - I couldn’t find an incense
stick, but this represents that. You put the
incense stick in here, light it, place it --
underneath the ‘weapon of mass destruction,’
light the incense stick - sandalwood works nice -
- and you destroy the profits that are brought
about through animal and earth abuse. That’s
about two dollars.” [applause]
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Transcript excerpts

Speaker: Bruce Friedrich
Event: Animal Rights 2001 national conference
Location: Hilton Mclean Tysons Corner (near Washington, DC)
Date: July 2, 2001

“For people who don’t know me, I work for People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, and
have for a little bit more than five years ... And I’ve been doing direct action for quite some
time, actually.”

[ ... ]

“If these animals do have the same right to be free of pain and
suffering at our hands, then of course we’re going to be, as a
movement, blowing stuff up and smashing windows. For the
record, I don’t do this stuff, but I do advocate it. I think it’s a
great way to bring about animal liberation. And considering the
level of the atrocity and the level of the suffering, I think it
would be a great thing if all these fast food outlets and these
slaughterhouses and these laboratories, and the banks that fund
them exploded tomorrow. [applause] I think it’s perfectly
appropriate. And I think it’s perfectly appropriate for people to
take bricks and toss them through the windows and you know,
everything else along that line. Hallelujah to the people who are
willing to do it. And I think that it prioritizes things
appropriately.”

[ ... ]

“Property is not about causing suffering. And it’s a sort of sick idolatry that says a gestation
crate or a veal slaughterhouse or even a fast food restaurant that offers no vegan meals is in
anyway property or in any way life giving or in any way sustaining. It’s the exact opposite of
that. And what turns it into property is when it’s blown up or burned to the ground and it
becomes rubble.”
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The Toledo Blade
Activist Devotes Life to Animal Rights 
By Jack Lessenberry 
Sunday, June 24, 2001

Gary Yourofsky is not, he says, an animal lover.  Never mind that
virtually every waking moment of his life is devoted to fighting for
animal rights.  Never mind that he has been arrested more than a
dozen times and served more than two months hard time in a
Canadian prison for liberating mink. 

No, he’s not an animal lover.  “I don’t even like most animals,” the
outspoken 30-year-old said. 

“Anyway, this isn’t about loving them.  It’s about injustice.  My
goal is to free them.  They are a disenfranchised group.  They have
the right to their own existence.  They aren’t ours to exploit.  They
exist for their own reasons.” 

Mr. Yourofsky, a slight, virtually bald young man with piercing
eyes, has dedicated his life to fighting for what he sees as the
worlds’ greatest civil rights movement: Animal Liberation.  Though
he is of a generation that is virtually a stranger to political
commitment, he is, cheerfully and proudly “an activist 24/7.   This
is what I do.” 

He isn’t kidding.  A large tattoo of himself wearing a hood and
displaying the symbols of ALF, the Animal Liberation Front, adorns
one forearm. 

He isn’t getting rich at it.  Mr. Yourofsky is “in debt up to my ears.
I owe at least $30,000 on credit cards,” and gets by on donations.
He lives in a tiny apartment with his ancient dog, Rex, and probably
could fit all his worldly goods into his car. 

Sometimes, he admits, he gets down, especially when he thinks
about how much brutality there is, and how little progress he has
made.  But he has absolutely no doubt that what he is doing is right,
and that his life would even be worth losing if it would help stop
what he thinks is the most evil”ism” in human history. 

“Speciesism.  That is, the unfounded, unethical, and unprincipled
view that the human animal has every right to enslave, torture, and
murder the non-human animal.” 

Does he think that the life of a gnat, say, is as valuable as that of a
person?   He waves impatiently; he isn’t going there. “What we
must do is start viewing every cow, pig, chicken, monkey, rabbit,
mouse, and pigeon as our family members.” 

“And we must be willing to do whatever it takes to gain their
freedom and stop their torture,” he adds. For himself, that means
only nonviolent means.   But Mr. Yourofsky doesn’t condemn others
who feel differently. “Do not be afraid to condone arsons at places
of animal torture,” he has written to supporters. 

Matter of fact, if an “animal abuser” were to get killed in the
process of burning down a research lab, “I would unequivocally
support that, too.” 

He wasn’t always out there.  He grew up in the very suburban,

mostly Jewish Detroit suburb of Oak Park.  He ate meat, played
guitar, and dreamed of someday being a goalie in the National
Hockey League. 

Then, one day in his early 20s, his stepfather, who was a
professional circus clown, took Gary behind the scenes at the circus.
He went up to an elephant and “saw nothing but fear and
hopelessness in her eyes” and saw that she was chained and could
barely move.  “I didn’t even know then how they are routinely
beaten, to break their spirit.  I just knew something was wrong.”
When they brought out dancing bears wearing tutus, he left. 

That changed his life.  He plunged into research on how animals are
treated and mistreated; became first a vegetarian, then a more
radical vegan.  Though he had degrees in journalism and
broadcasting, he decided to put his skills to work full-time for the
animals.  Five years ago, he founded ADAPTT (Animals Deserve
Absolute Protection Today and Tomorrow) which now has, he says,
2,200 or so members. 

Yes, he did once liberate precisely 1,542 mink from individual cages
on a now-bankrupt Ontario farm, crawling through dirt and mink
feces to do so.  Yes, he chained himself to his car and blocked the
entrance to Detroit Animal Control Center, to protest their gassing
of unwanted animals and, worse, selling them to a university for
experiments. 

“Any real scientist will tell you we learn nothing of value by
experimenting on animals.  Nothing!” he maintained. “And even if
we did, we’ve no right to do it.” 

Though he may be arrested again, what he really prefers doing is
lecturing about animal rights.  An articulate, compelling speaker, he
is in increasing demand on the classroom and lecture circuit.  When
he’s not doing that, he is heavily into other forms of “informational
propaganda.”  Last fall, he successfully wangled $10,000 from
PETA - People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals - and got a
commercial attacking “the animal slavery enterprise known as the
circus” on local TV 69 times. 

What the future holds, he knows, is more frustration.  Last winter,
depressed over his economic situation and the enormous task, Mr.
Yourofsky dropped out for two or three months, before gradually
returning to the fray.  Now, however, he is pumped and ready.  If he
gets tired, he remembers what he tells audiences: “Picture yourself
in chains, swaying back and forth as someone whacked you over the
head with an elephant hook.  Then tell me you wouldn’t want your
supporters to do anything to obtain your freedom.” 

In the long run, he doesn’t expect to see very much animal
liberation in his lifetime. “I really think I will be assassinated,” he
said.  One comes away with a feeling that if his own death helped
further the cause, it might, for Gary Yourofsky, seem worth it. 

Jack Lessenberry is a member of the journalism faculty at Wayne
State University in Detroit.
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OPEN LETTER from Gary Yourofsky 
May 28, 2002 

Friends, enemies, and supporters, lend me your ears. 

The founder of the world’s most recognizable animal
rights organization has decided to keep me heavily
involved in the struggle for animal liberation. 

The day after my resignation letter was sent out a couple
of months ago, I received a phone call from Ingrid
Newkirk, PETA’s founder and president. Ingrid called
after Bruce Friedrich, PETA’s Director of Vegan
Outreach, informed her of my situation. As most of you
recall, after six years of volunteering for ADAPTT, I
resigned as ADAPTT’s president due to financial ruin. 

Ingrid’s message was touching and emotional, to say the
least. Frankly, I was blown away that Ingrid would call
me with concern because I could no longer continue my
activism. Getting a call and/or a request from Ingrid is
like getting a call from the Godfather’s Don Corleone. It’s
an offer one can’t refuse. 

In a nutshell, Ingrid and PETA wanted to know what they
could do to keep me involved. We’ve been in negotiations
ever since. Then, on Monday, May 20, PETA made me its
official, national lecturer. This union will benefit the
animals immensely. Words cannot describe the joy that I
am experiencing over this alliance. 

After watching my 68-minute presentation, PETA, like
many others in this movement, believed that my
vegan/animal liberation lecture was damn persuasive! So,
our goal now is to have DAILY lectures set up in schools
across the U.S. when the fall semester begins next
September. Several people will be helping me achieve
this goal. Plus, at the end of June, an oration will be
recorded at a Michigan college and placed on VHS,
DVD, and CD (audio). These items will be featured in
PETA’s next issue of Animal Times which will be
available in the PETA catalogue. This will help us reach
many educators across the country. 

As always, if you know anyone who is a
teacher/professor, please ask them to bring me in as a
guest lecturer. Traveling will no longer be a problem. We
just have to coordinate and get as many lectures as
possible scheduled in every region. 

By the way, those closest to me know that I have been
growing wiser as each year of activism passes. I used to
be flat-out vituperative when it came to PETA and other
groups who didn’t do things my way. But last year I
started to realize that my acrimony was wrong and 

wasteful. I pondered the reasons why I was such an
effective activist who was admired by many. Why were
teachers constantly inviting me into their classrooms?
Why were students going vegan instantly after hearing
my speech? Why were TV stations accepting graphic TV
advertisements that I produced? Why did media outlets
constantly give me positive coverage? Why did people
follow me? 

Since one is never too old for an epiphany, another one
took place in my life. I realized that people supported me
because I was an uncompromising, in-your-face,
articulate activist who condemned all kinds of animal
abuse and who was willing to go to any length to achieve
animal liberation, including jail (and even death).
Truthfully, I never made a bit of difference condemning
my fellow activists. 

Moreover, after spending a week here at PETA’s HQ in
Norfolk, Virginia, I now see that PETA people work
damn hard for the animals. There are 100 Yourofskys
working in this building, each activist doing what they do
best. Every activist should be required to meet our PETA
brethren face-to-face and attend a monthly staff meeting
to see all the hard work and achievements. While I may
have had tactical differences with PETA, I have had
tactical differences with EVERY group and EVERY
activist involved in animal liberation, even the ALF!!!!
Heck, I don’t even agree with myself sometimes! 

So, it is time to truly unite and make a world of difference
for every enslaved animal on this planet. With PETA’s
assistance, my goal of educating students in classrooms
all across the US is feasible.

For any of you out there who feel that I’ve sold out or
something like that -- let me paraphrase Paul Watson by
saying what makes you think I care what you have to
say? Creating an image for one’s self is NOT more
important than fighting for animal freedom. I’ve said it
before and I’ll say it again: “I work for the animals and
the animals alone.” And, thanks to largest animal rights
organization in the world and its founder Ingrid Newkirk,
I can now continue my work! 

Goddess/God Bless PETA and ALL of my fellow
activists. 

Gary Yourofsky 
PETA National Lecturer 
757-622-7382 -- Ext 1580
garyy@peta.org
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PETA explains its $1,500 donation 
to the Earth Liberation Front

“PETA President Ingrid Newkirk says ... that the ELF donation was for a publication (and not
its illegal activities).”

— The Wall Street Journal, February 22, 2002

“[Newkirk] said she did not remember the check to ELF, which was reported on the
organization’s 2000 tax return.” 

— ABC News, February 26, 2002

“[Newkirk] also said the money PETA gave to the North American Earth Liberation Front was
in response to a request for funds for educational materials.” 

— The Associated Press, March 4, 2002

“Newkirk also confirms that [PETA] donated money to the ELF for ‘habitat protection.’” 

— KOMO-TV (Seattle), March 5, 2002

“PETA [said they] contributed $1,500 during the 2000 fiscal year to ELF for education and
habitat protection.” 

— The Denver Post, March 6, 2002

“We did. We did. We gave a $1,500 contribution to the ELF for a specific program ... The only
reason we did it is because it was a program that we supported. And it was about
vegetarianism.”

— PETA communications director Lisa Lange on The O’Reilly Factor,
Fox News Channel, March 7, 2002

“In April 2001, PETA sent a check in the amount of $1,500.00 to the North American Earth
Liberation Front Press Office to assist Craig Rosebraugh with legal expenses related to free
speech issues regarding animal protection issues.”

— PETA general counsel Jeff Kerr in a letter to U.S. Congressman Scott McInnis, 
March 14, 2002

“PETA said the money was used to send two people to Washington to testify at a congressional
hearing on behalf of an ELF spokesman.” 

— The Associated Press, October 1, 2003
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The Oregonian
OCTOBER 27, 1999
Scientists Get Letters Rigged With Razors
by Bryan Denson

Underground animal-rights extremists have mailed letters rigged with razor blades to scientists across the
United States, including four in Oregon, to scare them out of using primates in research.

The letters, postmarked Friday in Las Vegas, were the second such mass mailing in the past 90 days by a
group calling itself the “Justice Department.” One envelope was delivered to a Portland-area scientist, who
turned it over unopened to authorities.

In early August, the group mailed similar envelopes to fur industry officials across the United States and
Canada, including at least three Oregon ranchers. Animal-rights extremists have been accused of previous
mailings in England and Canada, but the latest mass mailings are thought to be unprecedented in the United
States. 

For 20 years, underground terrorists devoted to the environment and its creatures have burned, bombed and
otherwise sabotaged industries that rely on natural resources. They have typically intended to inflict
economic, not physical, harm.

But the mass-mailed letters, rigged with utility razor blades affixed to index cards, were designed to cut
fingers. The wife of a Pennsylvania fur farmer, who sliced her thumb last summer, appears to be the only
one hurt so far.

FBI agents in Washington, D.C., and Las Vegas confirmed Tuesday that they were familiar with the
incidents but would not confirm having opened an investigation.

The latest batch of letters was sent to 86 primate researchers from Atlanta to Seattle, according to a notice
posted by the extremist organization on an Animal Liberation Front Internet sites.

“Animal abusers beware,” the site warns, “. . . the wave of booby-trapped letters sent to fur farmers in North
America in August was only the beginning.”

Dr. Don P. Wolf, a senior scientist at Oregon Health Sciences University’s regional primate research center
in Hillsboro, received one of the rigged letters early Monday at a Portland fertility clinic. Wolf had been
warned that he was on the hit list, so he didn’t open the letter when it arrived. Instead, he gave the envelope
to campus police, who turned it over to the FBI.

“It’s very sobering to realize that it would be very easy for an individual to do bodily harm if they were
determined,” said Wolf. Three other OHSU primate researchers also made the hit list, but all were out of
town and none received the letters, said Jim Parker, chief spokesman for primate researchers at OHSU.

At least a dozen other researchers nationally had received the letters by Tuesday, but none had been hurt,
said Jacquie Calnan, president of Americans for Medical Progress, a Virginia-based group dedicated to
bolstering public opinion of medical research.

Calnan, who spent Monday and Tuesday e-mailing researchers on the hit list, was dismayed by the latest
mailing.
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“They feel it’s time for scientists to get hurt,” she said.

Notes inside the envelopes warned primate researchers they had until fall 2000 to quit using primates in their
research or be subjected to more violence.

Wolf has researched the cloning of rhesus monkeys at the OHSU primate center in hopes of finding a way to
slow the spread of AIDS. His research requires him to remove eggs from his monkeys, create embryos and
return them to the animals.

Some militant animal-rights activists think that caging and performing surgeries on monkeys should be
abolished.

“I appreciate their right to an opinion,” Wolf said. “I think this is a poor way to express it.”

The Justice Department, said to have originated in England as an underground offshoot of that nation’s
animal-rights movement, appears to be “dissatisfied with the progress of animal liberation, so they feel that
violence against humans is justified,” said David Barbarash, spokesman for the Animal Liberation Front in
Vancouver, British Columbia.

Even the most extreme animal-rights activists differ on whether such rigged letters are an appropriate tactic.

“I’m truthfully not opposed to it, but, at the same time, it’s not something I’m going to run out and do,” said
Craig Rosebraugh, a Portland activist who is also a national spokesman for the secretive Earth Liberation
Front. “I don’t condemn it in any way.”

Barbarash does.

“It’s an intimidation tactic to force animal abusers out of business, and it may be successful -- I guess we’ll
have to find out -- [but] it makes me uncomfortable,” he said. “I don’t like violence.”

Even though he condemns the tactic, Barbarash stands accused of acting on behalf of the Justice Department
by mailing similar letters to 22 hunting guides in Canada in early 1996. Barbarash denies the charge, saying
it is an attempt by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police to destroy him.

Teresa Platt, who heads Fur Commission USA, said, “These attacks are designed to render you silent.” Platt,
burned in effigy by animal-rights activists last month in California, has received e-mailed death threats and,
in August, got one of the Justice Department’s first mass-mailed razor blade letters.

That first mailing, aimed primarily at the fur industry, was received by at least three Oregon fur ranchers,
Platt said.

“You have been targeted,” read a note in the envelopes. “You have until autumn of the year 2000 to get out
of the bloody fur trade. If you don’t heed our warning, we will turn your violence back upon you.”

Just below the note -- signed by the Justice Department’s Anti-Fur Task Force -- was a line drawing of a
mail bomb. 
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Eco-terrorists’ elusiveness frustrate law enforcement in
PA
The Associated Press
January 5, 2005
By DAN NEPHIN

PITTSBURGH -- On New Year’s Day two years ago, the
Earth Liberation Front, a radical environmental group,
claimed responsibility for igniting several trucks and sport
utility vehicles at an auto dealership - the fourth and last
known attack in northwestern Pennsylvania in the
preceding year.

No one has ever been charged and eco-terrorism experts
say it’s unlikely that anyone will.

“Unless somebody squeals or somebody got a license
place number, they’re probably not going to get caught,”
said Gary Perlstein, an eco-terrorism expert and professor
emeritus at Portland State University.

Gerald Clark Jr., acting supervisory special agent of the
FBI’s Erie office, remains optimistic. Agents “continue to
follow leads that we feel have potential in the
investigation,” he said Wednesday. 

Law enforcement outside Pennsylvania had identified
Michael J. Scarpitti as a suspect in one of the other
attacks, the Aug. 11, 2002, fire at a U.S. Forest Service
research station near Warren. Clark said he couldn’t
confirm or deny whether Scarpitti was a suspect in that
blaze, which caused $700,000 damage.

Scarpitti, who has said trees told him to change his name
to Tre Arrow, was convicted last year of shoplifting in
Victoria, British Columbia, and remains in jail there. He
is wanted for his alleged role in the 2001 firebombing of
logging and cement trucks in Oregon, but is fighting
extradition.

Clark acknowledged that ELF is a difficult group to
investigate. In October, a joint terrorism task force was
created to enable local and federal law enforcement to
combine resources and intelligence to combat terrorism,
which should help, he said.

ELF’s lack of structure makes infiltration difficult and it
doesn’t announce when or where attacks will occur,
according to eco-terrorism experts and law enforcement.

Members are anonymous, claiming membership by
simply carrying out an action under the group’s name and
guidelines. The group uses the Internet to communicate
and broadcast its message, but its Web site has been down
for about the past six months, said Kelly Stoner, executive
director of Stop Eco-Violence, a Portland, Ore., group that
tracks environmental violence.

ELF claimed responsibility for four attacks in the Erie
area. Besides the vehicle torching at Bob Ferrando’s
dealership in Girard and the research station fire, ELF
took credit for torching a $500,000 construction crane at a
bridge work site in Erie and setting fire to a mink barn
outside Erie.

The acts were part of ELF’s campaign to battle
commercialism and industry in the name of saving the
environment.

Members carry out their assaults individually or in groups
of three to five trusted allies, reducing the chance of being
caught, Perlstein said.

Because the Erie area attacks happened in a narrow time
span, Perlstein said it’s likely whoever was responsible
was a high school or college student who’s since
graduated and moved.

In the few cases in which someone has been caught,
Stoner said, they’ve tended to be local. But, she said, ELF
is savvy and members could well float from place to
place.

As for Ferrando, he said the fire cost him nothing more
than some paperwork because his insurer covered the
losses.

But the activities do bother him and worry him that
someone may get hurt, he said.

So far, ELF hasn’t intentionally harmed anyone, but
firefighters and other first responsders are put in risk with
each fire, said Harvey W. Kushner, chair of the criminal
justice department at Long Island University and author
of “Encyclopedia of Terrorism.”

The group hasn’t ruled out violence. In a communique
issued after the research station fire, ELF said: “While
innocent life will never be harmed in any action we
undertake, where it is necessary, we will no longer
hesitate to pick up the gun to implement justice.”

Kushner said ELF’s methods aren’t working.

More vehicles are built to replace those destroyed and
more trees are cut to replace lumber destroyed when ELF
sets fire to housing developments, he said.
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Animal rights group steps up protest of Procter & Gamble
The Associated Press
August 6, 1998

WYOMING, Ohio -- Two animal rights activists were arrested outside the home of Procter &
Gamble’s chief executive officer for protesting the company’s use of animals in test products.

People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals distributed door-hangers Wednesday around CEO
John Pepper’s home in this upscale Cincinnati suburb. The door-hangers feature Pepper’s face
superimposed over Mr. Clean’s on a bottle of the household cleaner. The label also contained the
phrases, “John Pepper, clean up your act,” and “Animal tests stink.”

Jason Baker, a PETA spokesman, said his group thought it was important to get a message out to
Pepper’s neighbors.

“We want them to know that the company that he runs is needlessly killing animals and causing
them to suffer,” Baker said.

Baker said he and another PETA member tried to leave a door-hanger at Pepper’s home, but they
were escorted off the property by security guards.

Baker and Michael Scarpitti, 24, of Cincinnati, were cited by Wyoming police for distributing
literature on private property without a permit. Police Chief Tim World said the men were each
fined $130.

Baker said he and Scarpitti paid the fines, but they are considering taking legal action against the
city.

“Our attorneys said we shouldn’t have paid, “ he said. “We should have a right to freedom of
information.”

PETA has been conducting numerous protests against P&G’s use of animals to test products. P&G
spokeswoman Mindy Patton said the company was disappointed to see the protests continue.

“We are eliminating all the animal tests we can, and we have eliminated 85 percent since 1984,”
she said. “We would hope that animal rights activists would join with us in searching for
alternatives to animal testing.”

Pepper was out of town on Wednesday and could not be reached for comment.
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Transcript excerpt

Speaker: Dr. Jerry Vlasak
Event: Animal Rights 2003 national conference
Location: Westin LAX hotel, Los Angeles
Date: August 3, 2003

“I think there is a use for violence in our movement. And I think that it can be an effective
strategy. Not only is it morally acceptable, I think that there are places where it could be used
quite effectively from a pragmatic standpoint.

“For instance, If vivisectors were routinely being killed, I think it would give other vivisectors
pause in what they were doing in their work -- and if these vivisectors were being targeted for
assassination, and call it political assassination or what have you, I think if -- and I wouldn’t
pick some guy way down the totem pole, but if there were prominent vivisectors being
assassinated, I think that there would be a trickle-down effect and many, many people who are
lower on that totem pole would say, ‘I’m not going to get into this business because it’s a very
dangerous business and there’s other things I can do with my life that don’t involve getting into
a dangerous business.’ And I think that the -- strictly from a fear and intimidation factor, that
would be an effective tactic. 

“And I don’t think you’d have to kill --
assassinate -- too many vivisectors before
you would see a marked decrease in the
amount of vivisection going on. And I
think for 5 lives, 10 lives, 15 human lives,
we could save a million, 2 million, 10
million non-human lives.

“And I, you know -- people get all excited
about, ‘Oh, what’s going to happen when -
- if the ALF accidentally kills somebody
in an arson?’ Well, I think we need to get
used to this idea. It’s going to happen,
okay? It’s going to happen.”

Female audience member: “That’s just
like the pro-life movement killing abortion
doctors.”

“Absolutely. I think they had a great
strategy going.”
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Steven Best with former SHAC USA president and
current federal terrorism defendant Kevin Kjonaas

Steven Best with ALF arsonist Rodney Coronado and ALF
burglar (and PETA on-school lecturer) Gary Yourofsky 

Steven Best with Humane Society of the United States
president Wayne Pacelle

Steven Best with SHAC USA president Pamelyn
Ferdin and her husband Dr. Jerry Vlasak

Steven Best with PETA co-founder 
and president Ingrid Newkirk

Steven Best with PETA’s arson-endorsing
vegetarian campaign director, Bruce Friedrich
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Transcript excerpt

Speaker: Dr. Steven Best
Program: Penn & Teller: Bullshit (Showtime Network)
Air date: April 1, 2004

“It’s the same thing with the ALF. We are breaking down doors, breaking into buildings,
rescuing animals, and smashing property of any who choose to exploit animals.”

[ ... ]

“Now it’s time use these tactics to advance animal rights, because these tactics are legitimate,
they’re necessary, they’re powerful, they’re effective. America, welcome to the new face of
animal rights struggle.”


